Lisa K. (Schwarz) Monroe 

Mt. Vernon Board of Visitor
Lisa K. Monroe, 41, current gubernatorial appointee to the Mt. Vernon estate, home of President George Washington, died at home of breast cancer on Monday evening December 23, 2002. 

Virginia Governor Jim Gilmore first named Mrs. Monroe to the Board in May, 1999. She was re-appointed twice and her term in office would have expired in 2005. 

With her long background as a history scholar and as a native of the Mt. Vernon area she was a natural appointee to the post and brought unique perspective to the meetings. Members of the Mt. Vernon Board of Visitors are responsible for reviewing and reporting on the operations of the estate and representing the interests of the Governor of Virginia at periodic meetings. 

She was most recently employed with the Capitol.Net a government affairs training program that offers educational seminars on the federal government and the U.S. Congress. From 1996 through 1999, Lisa served as the Vice President for Government Affairs, The Roth Group. In this position she represented Fortune 500 clients before Congress and industry groups. She also administered the group’s political action committee, including determining method and level of distribution of funds. 

From 1992 through 1996, Mrs. Monroe served as the Legislative Director to Congressman Toby Roth (R-WI). She organized and directed activities of legislative staff and legislative activities for Mr. Roth. Her responsibilities included legislative action in the areas of agriculture, energy, environment, transportation, and telecommunications. During this position she helped plan, organize, and convene the Great Lakes Conference on Exports. 

From 1986 to 1992, Mrs. Monroe served as the Legislative Assistant, to Senator John McCain (R-AZ). She was responsible for managing and overseeing legislative action on the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science & Transportation; Aviation Subcommittee, on which Senator McCain was the Ranking Republican; and Communications Subcommittee. Prior to this service, she was Congressman John McCain’s Legislative Assistant from 1984 through 1986. In this position she was responsible for legislative activities in areas of Social Security and aging, including the Congressman’s assignment to House Committee on Aging. 

Lisa received her Master of Arts degree in Medieval History from Catholic University in 2000 and was preparing for her Doctorate degree. She received a Bachelors of Arts in History from the College of William and Mary in 1983. She was a 1979 graduate of Mt. Vernon High School. 

Lisa was a member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Alexandria, the Medieval Academy of America and the American Historical Association. She was born and raised in the Mt. Vernon area of Fairfax County, Virginia. She lived in the Villamay subdivision. 

She is survived by her husband of 8 years, Ned; son Harry Lee; parents Henry and Jane Schwarz of Fairfax Virginia; sister Beth and brother-in-law Darin Dougherty of Alexandria, Virginia; father-in-law and mother-in-law Harry and Rosemary Monroe of Newport News, Virginia; and numerous uncles, aunts, nephews and cousins. 

